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Four lectures were delivered in course by Dr. Benjamin Sharp, 
upon the " Special Senses," October 18. 

Communication by Prof. J. A. Ryder, upon " The Eggs of 
Pelagic Bashes ;" by Mr. H. Wingate, upon " Cribraria purpura." 

November 1. Communication by Dr. L. B. Hall, upon the 
'"Comparative Merits of Demar and Canada Balsam mounts;" 
by Prof. J. A. Ryder, upon the " Moulting of the Lobster," also 
on a " New Section Cutter;" by Dr. J. B. Brinton, upon a " New 
Cell for Opaque Objects." 

November 15. Communication by Dr. George A. Rex, upon 
" The Use of the Brass Cell." 

Two new members were elected : Dr. Charles S. Dolley, Prof. 
John A. Ryder. 

Mr. E. S. Campbell resigned as a contributor. 

The Section passed a resolution of respect upon the death of 
Dr. J. G. Richardson, who, although not connected with the 
Section at the time of his death, had been at one time an active 
and useful member. 

Very respectfully, 

Robert J. Hess, 

Recorder. 



REPORT OF THE CONCHOLOGICAL SECTION. 

The Recorder of the Conchological Section respectfully re- 
ports that during the year ending December 1 , 1886, the Academy 
has continued the publication of conchological papers as hereto- 
fore. The death of one member has occurred, that of Mrs. Lucy 
W. Say, the venerable and esteemed widow of the eminent 
naturalist, Thomas Say, which occurred November 15th last, at 
the advanced age of 86 years. 

No new members or correspondents have been elected, nor has 
there been any change in the By-Laws of the Section. 

Mr. George W. Tryon, Jr., Conservator, reports as follows : — 

" During the past year, thirty-nine donations and purchases of 
shells have been received from twenty-six persons, aggregating 
1252 trays and 7506 specimens. A detailed list of these acces- 
sions is appended (see 'Additions to Museum '). 

"Among them may be especially mentioned the purchase of 
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nearly 500 species from Greece and the eastern portion of the 
Mediterranean Sea, collected by Mr. Conemenos ; and another 
purchase of 277 species from southern France and the western 
part of the Mediterranean, collected by M. Dollfus. 

" From the Polynesian and Australian regions we have re- 
ceived important collections from Mr. John Brazier, of Sydney, 
Australia, Mr. Andrew Garrett, of Papeete, Taheiti, and Mr. 
W. F. Petterd, of Hobart, Tasmania ; these collections, num- 
bering about 200 species, were mostly new to our museum. 

" Shells of our own country have been received from Messrs. 
Binne,y, Dall, Dore, Ford, Hermann, Heilprin, Jefferis, Leidy, 
Mazyck, Morrison, Morse, Orcutt, Pilsbry, Quintard, Redfield, 
Rush, Sharp, Singley, Stearns, Thompson. These collections 
embrace some of the new and rare species needed to complete 
our series, but for the most part add new localities for species 
already possessed by us. Your Conservator purchased from 
Mr. Sowerby, of London, and presented about 100 species, all 
new to us, and filling some important gaps in the collection. 

" The Conchological Museum now contains 45,184 trays and 
written tablets, and 165,858 specimens. 

"Mr. Frank Stout has, as usual, mounted and labeled the 
accessions of the year, and they have been distributed to the 
cases in the museum by Mr. Wm. B. Marshall. 

" The work of redetermining the collection, in connection with 
the preparation of monographs of the genera for the ' Manual 
of Conchology,' progresses steadily. Our species of the fami- 
lies Calyptrseidse, Xenophoridse, Turritellidse, Csecidse, Verme- 
tidse, Pyramidellidffi, Turbonillidee and Scalariidte, have been 
carefully studied by your Conservator; the Solariidas by Mr. 
Marshall. In the land shells, the Zonitidse have been completed, 
and a commencement made upon the Helicidfe. 

" In accordance with the new plan of arrangement of the 
Museum sketched in the last Annual Report, a considerable por- 
tion of the marine gastropods have been classified, both in the 
Systematic and Geographical Series, and the Synoptical Collec- 
tion (a representation of the principal generic types, with printed 
descriptions of their characters) has been finished. It is believed 
that for completeness, beauty of arrangement and adaptability to 
the needs of students, these several collections will compare 
favorably with similar ones in any other museum. An index is 
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intended to be added to the Synoptical Series, by the aid of 
which the student, after determining the genus of any specimen, 
will be referred to the case containing the species ; in the latter 
he will find represented, either by specimens or colored illustra- 
tions, all the (figured) species of the genus known to science, 
arranged in the order of their natural relationships. 

"Much of the success of these features of arrangement is due 
to the efficient co-operation of my assistant, Mr. Marshall. 

" Messrs. J. H. Redfield, S. R. Roberts and Wm. L. Mactier, 
have contributed to the Section's collection of autograph letters 
of conchologists." 

The officers of the Section for 188*7 are — 

Director W. S. W. Ruschenberger. 

. John Ford. 
. S. Raymond Roberts. 
. John H. Redfield. 
. Wm. L. Mactier. 
. Edward J. Nolan. 
. Geo. W. Tryon, Jr. 

All of which is respectfully submitted by 

S. Raymond Robeets, 

Recorder. 



Vice-Director , 
Recorder, 
Secretary, 
Treasurer, . 
Librarian, . 
Conservator, 



REPORT OF THE ENTOMOLOGICAL SECTION. 

(American Entomological Society.) 
The Entomological Section of the Academy has experienced 
an improvement this year, in comparison with preceding ones. 
The meetings, which have been regularly held, have been better 
attended, and a more general interest taken in the proceedings. 

One member and five associates have been elected. During 
the year the Section has lost two members by death. Mr. Chas. 
Wilt, one of the deceased members, was one of the founders of 
the American Entomological Society, and had been very active 
in all the work of the Section. His valuable collection of Coleop- 
tera has been given by his son, Mr. H. C. Wilt, to the American 
Entomological Society, while the Lepidoptera were purchased at 
an almost nominal price by the same society. The custodian of 
the society is now engaged in arranging these collections. All 
duplicates will be set aside for placing in the public exhibition of 



